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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method of — ^ ' 

estimating a traffic situation that realizes the prediction v^j^-^ J) | WM . a«D 



and estimation of a congestion situation in an area 
where probe cars have not yet traveled at present. 
SOLUTION: The probe cars 101, 102 transmit probe 
information 103, which is the time and position of a 
travel area, to a center facility 104. The center facility 
1 04 accumulates the probe information in a probe 
information database 106 by a traffic situation 
estimating means 105, and estimates predicted 
congestion information 120 in a front area and 
estimated congestion information 121 in a rear area of 
the probe cars 101, 102 by using the present probe 
information 103 and the probe information database 106 
with the probe information accumulated from the past 
to the present. 
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